Stanford-McIntyre: When Oil was Modern
August 2017 manufacturing, and daily consumption patterns, we can learn much from these utopian midcentury collaborations as we look to secure a stable, sustainable energy future.
Significant collaboration between the US government and the oil industry began during World War I. However, it was not until World War II the federal funding for petroleum industry research and development took off. President Roosevelt and other federal officials feared a nation-wide oil shortage as tanker shipment from the Gulf of Designed to breakup subsurface rock and ease the removal of hydrocarbons trapped in hard-to-access rock formations, the project worked as proposed. However, the nuclear weapons also irradiated the subsurface rock strata and made the natural gas trapped within so much toxic, hazardous waste. 20 The site is now owned by the National Parks
Service and marked with a warning for anyone who might attempt to dig up the consequences of such industry resistance to change. 24 As baby boomers retire, the oil industry is having trouble hiring a new generation of engineers. 25 Private investment in oil companies, once understood as an extremely stable option, has become political, fraught with the connotations of exploitation and environmental negligence. 26 In such a moment, oil companies need to redefine themselves. Looking back at industry-government collaboration that resulted in significant leaps forward in long-range censor and analog computing technologies suggests one way forward. Diversified, truly exploratory research, either funded through federal dollars or conducted by independent energy inventors is one way to further develop renewable and alternative energy technologies. However, such a proposition faces steep challenges at a moment when proposed federal cuts to exploratory research, especially to alternative fuels research, spell bad news for energy startups.
